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JIM’'S ROOM

(Outside a movie theater; 1999. BEAU has just coaieMADDIE follow3$

MADDIE
(MADDIE is waving a book Excuse me.
BEAU
Huh?
MADDIE
Excuse me, is this yours?
BEAU
Yesitis. | can’t believe ...
MADDIE
You left it on the seat.
BEAU
...l left it on the seat. The way that movie endedThanks,manythanks
MADDIE
You're welcome.
BEAU
Many thanks. You don’t know.
MADDIE
That's a lot of thanks for a paperback. Did yotl[gestoevsky to personally sign it?
BEAU
Uh no, but if I had to buy a new copy | would nefied my place.
MADDIE
Right. | often think that way about my life.
BEAU
And secondly — second?
MADDIE
Second.
BEAU

And second, | need something to do until 4:50, wiscwhen my next movie starts.



MADDIE
(MADDIE looks at book; which is quite thick:50a.m?

BEAU
So, many thanks.

MADDIE
At least two at any rate. You're welcome, twicguess. Twicely, you're welcome
twicely.

BEAU

(Beat)So, what did you think of that?
MADDIE

The film? | don’t know yet. How about you?
BEAU

| liked it — what do you mean you don’t know yet?
MADDIE

Well, it's a bit complicated. What do you mean yoext movie?
BEAU

Oh, I'm going to se®ipley, you know, with Matt Damon, up at — wherever filaying.
MADDIE

Yeah, that's on my list too, but two in a row?
BEAU

Uh, three. AfteRipleyl’'m going to try for that new Indian thing.
MADDIE

The Terrorist yeah that did sound good. Three in a row? Wow.
BEAU

Well, on my days off | like to cram as many in ash.
MADDIE

Okay.
BEAU

So, thanks again for my book.

MADDIE
You're welcome. BEAU starts to leayd’ll call you when | know how | felt about the
movie.




BEAU
Right. BEAU continues to leaye

MADDIE
What's your number?

BEAU
(Stops. Smiles nervously; after a beat) Seriously?

MADDIE
Uhhh, I'm not sure. Yes | am. Seriously, if yoand — | mean, how do you meet
people, you know. I'm Madelyn.

BEAU
Beau.

MADDIE
Beau? As irBeau Gesteike Ronald Coleman, Gary Cooper —

BEAU
Dean Stockwell, Michael York, yeah, that Beaus #'nickname. My real name is Jules,
if you can believe that.

MADDIE

| like to think of myself as open-minded, but J@l&o, that doesn't fit at all.
BEAU

865-7671.
MADDIE

(MADDIE mouths the numbe@reat.

BEAU
I'll write it down (BEAU rips out a page of his book

MADDIE
(A touch horrified What are you doing?

BEAU
It was all boring exposition, a lot of long Russizames. 865-7671.

MADDIE
And your name.

BEAU
Right. BEAU writes i}




MADDIE
(Looking over his shoulderBeau Kramer. How did you get from Jules to Beau

BEAU
(Smiles)it’s a bit complicated. Beat as they smile at one anothdthave until 4:50, and
sinceRipleyis on your list anyway, any interest in, um — Barry, you probably have
other plans

MADDIE
The only other plans | have is lunch. Hungry?

BEAU
Sure. Did you have some particular place in mind?

MADDIE
Do you like deli?

BEAU
Sure. You mean thé'2Avenue Deli?

MADDIE
Oh good, you know it.

BEAU
It's been a while. I'd love to go therdl ey start to walk off So how come you don’t
know how you felt about the movie?

MADDIE
Well, it's not so much that | don’t know, it's motieat | just can’t talk about it yet.

BEAU
You can’t talk about the movie or you can’t tallkoabwhy you don’t know how you felt
about it?

MADDIE
Exactly. You're a good listener.

-end of scene-



(BEAU and MADDIE are seated at a table at the deli)

MADDIE
So, Beau?

BEAU
Well, we have to start with Jules. See, my folleslag film fans, and they used to get on
these movie jags —

MADDIE
Ah, it's genetic.

BEAU
— one night after the other. Anyway, the nightdoefwe — | was born, they went to see
Jules and JimDo you —

MADDIE
Truffaut. Seen it, great film.

BEAU
And, well, see, I'm a twin so —

MADDIE
Oh. That's cool.

BEAU
Well, that’'s also complicated. So they decideddme me and my brother Jules and Jim.
My mom can be a bit impulsive and my pop kept sgytinvas like a sign or something, |
don’t know, but the fact is that if we had beenrblike a week before, you'd be talking
to either Butch or Sundance.

MADDIE
Butch you're not.

(AGNES passes py

MADDIE
Excuse me, can we get menus?

AGNES
(Unpleasantly Have you ever eaten here before?

MADDIE
Yes.



AGNES
Same menu. AGNES starts to leaye

MADDIE
He hasn't.

BEAU

AGNES
(Without stoppingYou're lying.

MADDIE
She’s the greatest. That's why | love coming h8ee.how do we get to Beau?

BEAU
Well, in the cold light of day, my mother couldfiite with Jules, and | guess she —

MADDIE
Took one look at your face and it wdsi est Beau. (MADDIE does an eyebrow pump).

BEAU
(Beat; smiling embarrassgth, well, not really --

MADDIE
Zoom in on Beau'’s face, who doesn’t quite know wbanake of this wanton wench.

BEAU
Or: cut to a plate of oysters.

MADDIE
Not in here. Maybe tongue.

BEAU
Yeah, that’s perfect, tongue and beets.

MADDIE
Gack.

(AGNES passes and flings a menu down as shé does

AGNES
(Not necessarily directed to BEAU and MADDMhat a putz that Clinton is.

MADDIE
(Calling after AGNES as she passég)y? What did he order?



BEAU
(BEAU pushes menu to MADDIES0 ahead.

MADDIE
No, you first, | always need the other person tdiiggb.

BEAU
Well, we can —

(BEAU and MADDIE move closer to look at menu togetAdere is a pauge

MADDIE
So, what are you having and where is it?

BEAU
Hmm. | can never decide between the pastramil@ddrned beef.

MADDIE
Yeah, and the brisket.

(AGNES comes by holding a plate of food. She stlibrght in front of BEAU'S

face
AGNES

| just wanted you to see the chickeAGNES leaves with chicken
MADDIE

She likes you.
BEAU

Right. No, not the brisket; just the pastramile torned beef. What do you want, do
you know?

MADDIE
Well —
BEAU
Sorry, don’t mean to rush you. Is this like thewiepyou kinda need time alone with it?
MADDIE
| guess.
BEAU

First you ruminate on it...



MADDIE

Uh-huh.

BEAU
Live with the idea of it...

MADDIE
Exactly.

BEAU

And then you know.

MADDIE
It should be that easy.

(They smile. MADDIE’s smile is a bit complicated

BEAU
Umm, is this a sensitive area?

MADDIE
You mean the brisket? What does that mean anywalyat like German for cut of the
bris? Yechh.

BEAU
About the movies, not wanting —

MADDIE
-- to talk about them.B(g sigh ltis, it is sensitive.

AGNES
(AGNES comes to table, puts down two glasses of veaie studies BEAU and
MADDIE) A boy and a girl.

BEAU
Yeah, | came up with the same demographics.

AGNES
No, you two will have a boy and a girl. I'm alwayght about these thingsAGNES
leave3

(They look at each other and laygh

MADDIE
(Looking at menu Where would that be, under appetizers?
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BEAU
Desserts, more likely. Look, getting back to thidter thing, I'm sorry | teased you —

MADDIE
That's all right, really. See, used to be thatdadne out of a movie and plunge right in
with some analysis that usually turned out to bledfuholes, but | guess it's my nature
when | get something in my head —

BEAU
To dig in deeper.

MADDIE
Right. And, see, when | have an argument, it getsonal, no matter what it's about. So
going to the movies, whoever | was with, we’'d inahty disagree and it became about
the fight, not the movie.

BEAU
Ah. So now you go alone.

MADDIE
Well, yeah, but that’s not like a plan. It's cadisan out of people who were willing to go
with me. So now you’re warned.

BEAU
Okay.

MADDIE
(Beat)My last two boyfriends broke up with me after m@viemean Misery | could
understand. | even look a little like Kathy Bates.

BEAU
What? No you —

MADDIE
But Toy Story? | mean, how could anyone possiblyigfe a fight about Toy Story? But
there we were, screaming at each other, all thtikeKids coming out of the theater.

AGNES
(AGNES appeajsvhat'll it be?

BEAU
Okay. How’s the barley soup?

AGNES
Do | look like | eat here?
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BEAU
| — okay, pastrami.

AGNES
Pastrami? How can you eat pastrami; you don’t kmiere it's been.

BEAU
| would hope it's been in the refrigerator.

AGNES
| mean before it was a pastrami. You know whatllohlife you have to live to come
back as a pastrami? It could’ve been Hitler ofilsta

MADDIE
Hitler? Isn’t this place kosher?

AGNES
Kosher style.

MADDIE
Oh.

BEAU
That chicken you showed me —

AGNES
The chicken | can vouch for. Coming back as akadnds no disgrace; it's no big deal
either, but no disgrace. You want the chicken?

BEAU

No. | want the pastrami.
AGNES

(Makes an “I tried” look. To MADDIEANd you?
MADDIE

Stuffed karma for me.She smiles broadly at AGNES who just stares gt her
AGNES

Stuffed derma?
MADDIE

Right.
AGNES

(Dismissively as she snatches mefaor) that you needed a menu?
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(AGNES starts to leaye

BEAU
(To MADDIE) Pickles.
MADDIE
(Calling after AGNEPANd can we get pickles?
AGNES
(From off) Ha!
MADDIE
Does your brother look like you? Do you have pies?
BEAU
No, not with me.(Beat)He died.
MADDIE
Oh god, I'm —
BEAU
No, that's okay.
MADDIE
Recently?
BEAU
No, um, when he was a year old.
MADDIE
SIDS?
BEAU

| think so, they didn’t call it that then. Cribaté or something.

MADDIE
A year. God, your poor parents. Do you rememiafh

BEAU
No, not really. |1 remember — uh, no. | don't.

MADDIE
Yeah, | guess you don't really “know” things at pgeu just kind of feel things.



BEAU
Actually, that's what | sort of remember(?). WHehink about him, see, that's what |
think about.

MADDIE
The feeling of him?

BEAU
No, the feeling of it. What it felt like to havebaother, what it felt like to be a brother. If
| remember anything, that's what | remember, extepin’t think | really do and —
(BEAU and MADDIE have been locked in eye contamt)don’t look anything like
Kathy Bates.

MADDIE
(MADDIE smiles warmlyYou, however, bear a striking resemblance to Bughtlyear.

BEAU
(Toasting with waterYo infinity...

MADDIE
(Returning toast).and beyond.

-end of scene-
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(RON & BEAU'’s apartment. BEAU sits in front of TWhwCR remote in hand.
There is no sound. RON enters

RON
What —
BEAU
Don't even think about telling me the score.
RON
Don't tell you what score — what are you watchinig?hat the Superbowl?
BEAU
Don't even talk. You'll give it away by your torod voice.
RON
You don’t know who won the Superbowl?
BEAU
No.
RON
Where were you all day, touring the Libyan Embassi®v could you not know —
BEAU
We went to the movies and then to her place.
RON
(Indicating T\J Oh, watch this play —
BEAU
RON! Stopit.
TOGETHER

(Implying someone getting hit hgr@oo00.

BEAU
Is he all right? Don't tell me.

RON
She doesn’t have a TV?

BEAU
She’s not gonna want to watch the Superbowl.
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(Crossfade to BEV and MADDIE'’s apartment. MADDIEIitting watching TV with
remote. BEV enters with a container of ice crgam

BEV
You're just too aggressive.

MADDIE
Aggressive? Me? | can’t believe anyone would tHink(In angry disbelief at TWWVhat
are you doing? Run the ball, you idiots.

BEV

I’'m going to assume that you're telling me mayb# bbwhat you actually say to him —
MADDIE

But it's the good half.
BEV

And from that alone | can tell you that you souredpgkrate.
MADDIE

I’'m not desperate —
BEV

But you —
MADDIE

And | don’t sound desperateAt(TV) Please miss, please miss, pleasepleaseplease.
(A beat as they both wafch

MADDIE
(A sigh of relief He missed.

(Crossfade to RON and BEAU'’s apartment)

RON
Never?

BEAU
She’s not interested in stuff like that.

RON
And after you're married —

BEAU
What are you talking about, marriage, god, Ron.

16



RON
-- you’re going to — what are you doing?

(BEAU is fast forwardinp

BEAU
I’'m not gonna watch the commercials.

RON
That's the best part, believe me.

BEAU

Ron, stop it. I'll be up till three a.m. | havework tomorrow.

(They watch for awhile. RON points)

BEAU
Ron!
RON
Sorry. Smiles at what just happened on the scyeen
BEAU
Yeah!
RON

You're rooting for St. Louis?

BEAU
| got twenty bucks on the game.

(Crossfade to BEV and MADDIE's apartment)

BEV
Why am | watching this; | saw it already.

MADDIE
He’s taking his time...and I'm taking my time.

BEV
Well, you're driving me nuts. You want some?

MADDIE

Is that the Rum Raisin — no, | can’t. I'm eating tmuch.
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BEV
You're anxious, that’s why.

MADDIE
| am anxious. He’s different.

BEV
In what way? He sounds just like Brad. He eveksdike Brad.

MADDIE
| don’t know. Maybe he isn't different, but it feedifferent. At TV) | can’t stand this.
You're killing me.

BEV
Since when did you become a Titans fan?

MADDIE
| have a hundred bucks on the gam#&t TV) Run the ball, you asshole.

(Crossfade to RON and BEAU's apartment)

RON
So?

BEAU
So what?

RON
How did it go?

BEAU
Good.

RON

How good? | mean if you gave up watching the Sopst, it better've been more than
just good.

BEAU
It was good. | like being with her.

RON
Did you finally —

BEAU
No.
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RON
Did you make out at least?

BEAU
No.
RON
(Bea) Kiss her?
BEAU
A goodnight kiss, you know.
RON
Tongues?
BEAU
Sort of — no.

(RON stares at hin

BEAU
What?

RON
Nothing. Take your time.

BEAU
What's wrong with that?

RON
| mean nothing, if that’s your plan. Is that yolang?

BEAU
(Beat)No.

(Crossfade to BEV and MADDIE’s apartment)

BEV
Why didn’t you watch it witthim?

MADDIE

He’s not a sports fan. He would have said somgtabout it; he wouldn’t have asked

me out if he was.
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BEV
| thought you said you asked him out.

MADDIE
Whatever, he wouldn’t have said yes, very eageniyght add.

BEV
He’s not kissing you, he’s not a sports fan, maybs —

MADDIE
He’s not.

(BEV gives her a logk

MADDIE
| asked.

BEV
You're not aggressive, not at all.

MADDIE
It was a multiple choice question. Who, | woukklito know, cares about a halftime
show. This is so retro.

BEV
Sure about the ice cream?
MADDIE
Yes.
BEV

| just don’t think you really know how you come off'ou should let my sister do your
chart.

MADDIE
Oh, Bev, please.

BEV
Why not, you could take Beau with you.

MADDIE
| don't think so.

BEV
Beau. And you're sure he’s not gay?
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MADDIE
I’'m not sure of anything anymore.

(Crossfade to RON and BEAU'’s apartment)

RON
No way that’s holding.
BEAU
Ron.
RON

No way. God, you can’t even touch ‘em.

BEAU
You know how it is; you don’t want to do somethihgt might spoil it, so you wait until
it feels right.

RON
(Dubious)Uh-huh. But the way you described her —

BEAU
| know, | know.

RON
-- practically jumping into your pants.

BEAU
| know, | know. But still, it just doesn’t feekie sex yet.

RON
Uh-huh. Can | go out with her while you’re waitthgOh, no, back it up, you gotta see
that cats ad. Grabs remotg

BEAU
(Grabbing it back Can | please do this my way.

(They watch

RON
Mmmm? Meaning: didn't | tell you

BEAU
Thatis a good ad. Rea) Next time.
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RON
Good. Look I'm not pushing you.

(Crossfade to BEV and MADDIE’s apartment)

BEV
So, you go to Shirley —

MADDIE
(At TV) What are you doing? Why are you going for twah-god. This is unbearable.

BEV
— and she makes it like — it's not just doing thart$, you know. She talks about it and
you talk about it and the two of you will feel eamther out in a different kind of context.

MADDIE
Oh, that sounds sexyA{T\) Three and out, let’s go.

BEV
All right. Take your time. Next thing you know’hée inviting you to his wedding.

MADDIE
Bev, please. Bea) Bev, for all my talk, | haven’t, when we’re tdger, | haven't really
felt like it either. 1 like him, | want him, I'mdlling in love with him, | fantasize about
him, about sex with him, but when we’re togethes,something else. | don’t know
why. That's why I'm okay with us taking our time.

BEV
All right. Just hope you don’t ruout of time.

(Lights up on both apartments)

BEAU

Eight seconds left. Come on, one more stop.
MADDIE

Oh, god. Eight seconds, one more play, come oreSte
MADDIE BEAU

Yes! —no. No! - yes.
RON

Well, that was boring.

BEV
That'’s just what happened the first time | watchied
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BEAU MADDIE

| really, really like her. | really, really likeitm.
BEV

| can tell.
RON

Cool. Go for it.

BEAU & MADDIE
Next time.

MADDIE
Is there any of that ice cream left?

(BEV turns container over, it's empty

-end of scene-
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(MADDIE and BEAU in bed

MADDIE
(Long beat)You were breast fed, huh?

BEAU
Sorry, did | hurt you, | —

MADDIE
It's all right.

(They both sigh

Not to make any excuses, but usually I like mymarto, uh, reach an orgasm first —

BEAU
And sorry that, uh —

MADDIE
Me too.

BEAU
before me.

MADDIE
Oh. Me too.

BEAU
Oh. Maybe that’s why.

MADDIE
| don’t think so. Do you really think so?

BEAU
No.

MADDIE
Is this your first time?

BEAU
No, | —

MADDIE

First time not being able to —

BEAU
Oh, no, no. Bea) Yes, yes it is. Sorry.
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MADDIE
No, that's okay. Me too.

BEAU
Oh. Sorry again. | mean after three months youiktHbam.

MADDIE
That’'s what you’d think.

BEAU
You'd think, as close as we’ve gotten, it would édeen, you know, like a natural
extension of everything else. D’you think?

MADDIE
Yeah, | do. |do think(Beat)I think we think too much.

BEAU
Me too. At first | was just experiencing it, trgio, and then it wasn’t happening so |
started to fantasize.

MADDIE
About me? | was actually right there under you.
BEAU
Uh, no. About some nameless woman, just tits asdyou know
MADDIE
| do know.
BEAU
Does that —
MADDIE
No. | did the same thing.
BEAU
Same woman?
MADDIE
No. You know, a guy, eyes and hair.
BEAU
A real guy?
MADDIE

No. Bea) | do fantasize about you when | masturbate,af'thany consolation.
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BEAU
It is. Me too. That's what makes this so frustmgt

MADDIE
Did seeing me undressed disappoint you?
BEAU
No. You look like what | imagined you’d look likBetter.
MADDIE
Okay.
BEAU
| can’t believe I'm saying all this to you.
MADDIE
See, but that's the beauty of what we have goivg. don’t hold anything back.
BEAU
Well, we held something back tonight.
MADDIE
| guess. Bea) Do you believe in — well, first, do you believe?
BEAU
Religion, God, that stuff?
MADDIE
Right.
BEAU
There’s something.
MADDIE
Right. There’s something. How about astrologyot,auh —
BEAU
Reincarnation.
MADDIE
Right.
BEAU

The pastrami syndrome. Not a lot, no.
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MADDIE
Me neither.

BEAU
Oh. So why are you asking? Do you want to knowafhave a future or we’re just
wasting our time?

MADDIE
| know you're joking, but Beau, | have to tell youg matter what happens, no way this is
a waste of time for me. No way.

BEAU
Me too.

(They kiss, long and hard. Stop, look at each dther

MADDIE
Nope.

BEAU
Nope.

MADDIE

(Sighs)Bev’s sister does astrological charts and othdf atul she’s always wanted me
to go have mine done, and now, what with what'sndegpening — | told her, by the
way.

BEAU
| told Ron, too.

MADDIE
She says if we both went — it’s like couples thgriapa way — if we both went, maybe in
talking with her and with each other about this,might get it, you know?

BEAU

Umm, | guess my problem is | walk into those thisgsskeptical —
MADDIE

Yeah.
BEAU

- there’s no chance it's gonna work, you know, ltkéropractic.
MADDIE

You're right. Me too. Stupid ideéBeat) Let's see if there’s an old movie on TV.
-end of scene-
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(SHIRLEY'’s apartment. SHIRLEY, BEAU and MADDIEahté. SHIRLEY very
solemnly and ceremoniously shuffles Tarot deckdsads out cards)

SHIRLEY
(Studying the cards with knowing reactipn&h. Hmmm. & chuckl¢ That always
shows up.

BEAU
What does?

MADDIE
Shhh.

SHIRLEY

(SHIRLEY holds the remaining cards in front of h&n BEAU, ala Go FishDo you
have any pentacles? Just kidding. Okay, whatelbave here?

MADDIE
Is this for both of us?

BEAU
Shhhh.

SHIRLEY

We'll see. This is for whatever the three of usifest; | as the cipher and you two as ...
whatever roles you play. That's what we’ll findtou

BEAU

Can | ask you something?
SHIRLEY

Shoot.
BEAU

How much does how much we believe in this affeetabtcome?
SHIRLEY

If you don’t believe in it, what difference doesnake?
BEAU

True.
MADDIE

And you're telling the future or what?
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SHIRLEY
I'm telling the past, actually. From the cardsaihcsee that St. Louis will win the
Superbowl.

BEAU
| predicted that before it happened.
SHIRLEY
Oh, maybe you should be doing this.
MADDIE
You did?
BEAU
Uh, yeah.
MADDIE
You like football?
BEAU
Uh, a little. Bea) A lot actually.
MADDIE
Me too.
BEAU
You do?
MADDIE
Yeah.
SHIRLEY

(Mystically) | see that sports is a common thread for ydumoKs at them; no reactipn
Okay, let’s get down to business. | don’t know hibvg stuff works, it doesn’t always
work, but sometimes | tune into something that peéipd valuable. When | do your
charts I'm more in my league, but this is a goog ¥aget acquainted.

BEAU
How about hockey?

MADDIE
Shhh.

SHIRLEY

The Six of Cups, that indicates that reunion, dg&tachildhood memories, lost
innocence will play an important role in your adift.
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BEAU
That’s good to know.

MADDIE
In case we ever become adults.

SHIRLEY
Ah, the Eight of Pentacles. That usually meansa element of craftsmanship,
someone who is capable of fine work with his hands.

BEAU

Ha, tell that to Mr. Osofsky, my shop teacher.
MADDIE

| think you do fine work with your hands.
BEAU

Not fine enough, apparently.
MADDIE

Oh, Beau —
BEAU

| take it back. Forget | said it.
SHIRLEY

Music is an important theme too.
MADDIE

You don’t really think —
BEAU

No, of course not. Bea) Sometimes.
MADDIE

It's not that.
SHIRLEY

And a mutual love of cross-dressing.

MADDIE and BEAU
What?

SHIRLEY
Good, now that | have your attention. A lot ofstigoes back...



BEAU
To when | was a pastrami?

SHIRLEY
Excuse me.

BEAU
Never mind, sorry.

SHIRLEY
O-kay.

MADDIE

This crazy waitress was going on about how if yaekrup an unusually high amount of
negative karma, you come back as a pastrami.

SHIRLEY

(Laughg Sounds right to me.
BEAU

Is that one of the things you’re into, karma, reimation, all that stuff?
SHIRLEY

Into? | believe in it.
BEAU

How about a baby that dies, what happens to hi€ sou
SHIRLEY

What happens to all souls; it seeks out its desfingls its next life.
BEAU

But the karma thing.
SHIRLEY

| guess it just takes with it the same karma it had
BEAU

Hmmm. Okay.
SHIRLEY

Why are you asking?

BEAU
No reason. | mean | have a reason but it's netaan.
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SHIRLEY
Ah. 1 actually understand that. Okay, well, theaeds are getting us nowhere, so why
don’t I go run your charts, that's something I'ntuadly trained in. Now, your
(MADDIE’s) information | have from my siste{To BEAU)So, you were born...

BEAU

October 28, 1970.
SHIRLEY

Time?
BEAU

Two-twenty p.m.
SHIRLEY

Okay. The computer is inside, let me get thiststar Starts to leave
BEAU

Uh, look, you must have picked up by now that I'at a true believer.
SHIRLEY

Yes, | was able to divine that from some forcehi@ toom.
BEAU

Well, even so, as long as you're going to all thesk, I'm a twin, see, and my brother --
SHIRLEY

Died?
BEAU

Right. Bev told you?

SHIRLEY
No. It's in the cards. Now | see it more clearifow old was he when he died?

BEAU
A little over a year. He died New Year’'s Day, 1972

(MADDIE react3

BEAU
Is that important?

SHIRLEY

Sometimes a twin can cast a shadoleafing Just be a few minutesSKIIRLEY
leave3

32



(There is a long pause. BEAU fools with the cards

BEAU
You could probably get the same readings from s&eRak deck.
MADDIE
Beau?
BEAU
What?
MADDIE

Why did you ask about baby karma?

BEAU
Just one of those things you think about. Like moany aborigines went to hell because
they weren’t Catholic, you know.

MADDIE
You're worried about what happened to Jim?

BEAU
No, it’s just tracking the logic of it. | guessetie aren’t the most logical of —
MADDIE
Beau.
BEAU
What?
MADDIE

What time did Jim die?

BEAU
| don’t — why are you asking that?

MADDIE
New Year’'s Day, 1972 — see, my parents had a lobable conceiving me.

BEAU
| have the same problem

MADDIE

And so they got into keeping track and the way ngnMells it, they had sex New
Year's Eve.
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BEAU
Hmm.

MADDIE
And then, and my mother swears to this, she say$etithe conception, the fertilization
actually happen while she was watching the CottowlBhe next day, 3:35 in the
afternoon.

BEAU
And...

MADDIE
And when did Jim die? | mean, what if --

BEAU
Oh, Maddie —

MADDIE
Look, you know | don’t believe in this stuff, butat if — no, | can’t go there.

BEAU
(With a skeptical laughYou think you're Jim reincarnated?

MADDIE
| know, | know, but it might explain —

BEAU
Maddie, that’s just —

MADDIE
It would explain a lot. We're so comfortable wihch other, we love each other — oops,
is it too soon to say that?

BEAU
No, that's fine, that’s right.

MADDIE
But we can’t consummate it. | just want to know wine died.

BEAU
Maddie, you're beginning to scare me.

MADDIE
Call your Mom, she’ll remember.

34



BEAU
| can't do that.

MADDIE

Please.
BEAU

No way.
MADDIE

You know me, Beau. This is all I'll be able to tkiabout until | find out.
BEAU

(Bead She’s going to want to know —
MADDIE

Tell her your astrologist needs to know.
BEAU

(Bea) Astrologer.
MADDIE

Whatever.
BEAU

(BEAU takes out his phone and djalgeah, Ma, it's me. Bea) Good. Bea) Good,
she’s, uh — she’s good. Look, | have somethinasto I'm getting my chart done.

(Bea) Yes, I'm serious. Eea) Oh, when did you do thatB€a) Huh. Anyway, my
astrologer wanted to Béa)) No, it's astrologer, not astrologist. Look, whaid Jim die?
(Bead |don’'t know, it's an astrology thing.Béad Well, that's what you get for going to
a reform astrologer. Mine wants to knovBe@) Right. Bea) Right. Bea) Okay,
thanks. You okay?Bga) Yeah, | know. Bea) Right, I'll send it to you. Bea) Okay,
I'll have her e-mail it to you. Bea) Bye. Love you. Klangs up Looks at MADDIE

My Pop actually found him, it was around five. Tdwctor said he had been dead for
maybe an hour.

MADDIE
Five in the afternoon?

BEAU
Yeah.

MADDIE

I’'m getting goosebumps.
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SHIRLEY (From off)
(Singing When the moon is in the seventh house

(A pause

BEAU
That feeling.

MADDIE
That feeling.

BEAU
What is it? It's something. It feels like love.

MADDIE
Sure does.

BEAU
But Maddie...

MADDIE
Yeah, | know. I'm just trying to make sense of it.

BEAU
Reincarnation? That’s your idea of making sense?

MADDIE
(Shrugs)

SHIRLEY
(SHIRLEY re-entejs Okay, let’s just clear this junkPicks up cards

BEAU
Oh, wait, this card was on the floor. | must hkemecked it over.

SHIRLEY

Thanks. Taking it and looking at jtshe is agha¥t The Hanged Man.

BEAU
Is that bad?

SHIRLEY
(Urgently) Tell me, tell me, was it face up or face down?

BEAU
Face down.
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SHIRLEY
| was afraid of that.

BEAU
Why, what does it mean?

SHIRLEY
Face down means deatSHIRLEY looks at card, trying to remove a smidige mostly

it means that | gotta wash the floor. Look at gabmutz. Okay,singing Born with the
moon in Cancerwhat does that mean exactly? Anyone? Bueller?

-end of scene-
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(BEV and MADDIE’s apartment; MADDIE, RON and BEAdmt around a

table)

RON
Sounds like bridge.

MADDIE
It is like bridge, but --

RON
| don’t like bridge. You have to know things.
BEAU
Sounds like a fun game to me.
MADDIE
You have to try it.
RON
Look, I'm here.
MADDIE
Right. Thanks, you can’t really play with lessrHaur.
RON
Uh-huh.
BEAU

Sounds like fun.

RON
You said that.

MADDIE
BeVv'll be right out. She’s making some Indian hdigeuvre thing.

RON
Indians have hors d'oeuvres?

MADDIE
It's like samosas or something.

RON
| though they were all starving.

38



MADDIE
She’s a fantastic cook.

RON
Uh-huh.
BEV
(BEV entersOkay, they'll be ready in a jif. Remember jifs?
MADDIE
Bev, you remember Beau.
BEV
Of course. Hi.
BEAU
Hi.
MADDIE

And this is Beau’s roommate, Ron.

(RON and BEV size one another up. After a beay,speak almost
simultaneously

BEV
| don't think so.

RON
Sorry.

MADDIE
What?

BEAU

What do you mean?

BEV
He’s not my type.

RON
(To BEAU and MADDIIENiIce try, but thanks for playing, and for beingck good
sports, you get a home version of the matchmakamyey

BEAU
Hey, this is just —
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MADDIE
Just to play cards.

BEAU
We didn't —
BEV
Right, of course you didn’t.
RON
So, break out the deck and let’s get going.
MADDIE
Really.
BEV
Want a beer?
RON
Sure.
BEV
| got Indian beer. | thought —
RON
I’m game.
BEV
You?
BEAU
Uh, sure.
BEV

(To MADDIE) You I know. Be right back.BEV leaveps

BEAU
Look, Ron, this is —

MADDIE
Drop it, Beau. Let me help Be{MADDIE leave}

BEAU
(Bea) Right. Bea) | mean, you just met her; how could you know?



RON
You know what you know. Some of us have uncompgitdeelings.

BEAU

She’s really sharp.
RON

You don’t even know her. You met her once.
BEAU

Yeah, you're right.
RON

Now, Maddie is another story.
BEAU

Forget it.
RON

If you guys can’t work this —

BEAU

Forget it even then. Even if we never — whateyeu, stay away from her.

RON
Whoa, forget | said anything.

(BEV and MADDIE return with beers and samdsas

BEV

I've been thinking about you guys.
MADDIE

Who?
BEV

You and Beau. Can | talk in front of kdicating RON
BEAU

No.
RON

Sure.
BEV

What | think you should do is you should get matrie
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MADDIE

Bev!
RON

Yeah. Then it won’t matter that you don’t have.sex
BEV

Exactly.
BEAU

| knew this was a bad idea.
RON

Would | be best man?
BEAU

| can’t believe | —
RON

Or would you pick Ed?

BEV
The Circle Line.

RON
Yeah. The Circle Line, definitely.

MADDIE
Do | smell something burning?

BEV
Married at midnight on the Hudson; what could beemomantic than that.

RON
You could get the ship’s captain to do it.

BEV
Oh, like in that movie you made me watch.

MADDIE
African Queen

BEAU
Great film.



BEV
Yeah. Some guy with an accent saying: Do you takemean —

RON
It doesn’t get any better than that.

BEV
We could have the band playing — what'’s that soogfTitanic?

RON
My Heart Will Go On

BEV
Right, Singing Every night in my dreams, | see you...

(RON has made his way to the samosas and igyeati@ as he joins in

with BEV)
RON and BEV
| feel you
BEV
That is how | know —
MADDIE
(Sternly)Beverly.
RON

And Bev could cater. These are great, by the way.

BEV
Thanks.

(MADDIE sits down and starts playing solitaire

BEAU

| don’t — forced angeylook, this is just not —
RON

Whoops.
BEV

Just kidding around, Beau.

RON
Yeah.
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BEAU
-- i's not — it’s just not. It, uh, outlived itsym, uh —

BEV
Unnotness?

MADDIE
Life.

BEAU
Right. It outlived its life.

BEV
Okay.

RON
See, but that's really the problem.

BEV
It really is.

BEAU

Could we talk about something else --

RON
The problem is you take this much too seriously.

BEV
Puts a lot of pressure on you.

BEAU
-- anything else. Darfur?

MADDIE
Dead puppies

RON
You guys gotta lighten up.

BEV
Make it less important.

(There’s a long silenge
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BEV
Uh, Ron —it's Ron, right?

RON
Right.

BEV
Sorry, names —

RON
Me, too.

BEV
| have another batch of samosas that —

RON
You could use help with —

BEV
Right.

RON
In some way.

BEV
Right.

RON
In the kitchen.

BEV
Right.

RON

(To BEAU and MADDIIEBe right back.

(RON and BEV exit

MADDIE
How’re you doing?

BEAU
Okay. You?

MADDIE
I’'m all right. | was just worried that you —
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BEAU
No, it's not really bothering me except that 'mmed it's hurting you.

MADDIE
No, no.
BEAU
'Cause you looked —
MADDIE
No, | was worried about you.
BEAU
Thanks. (Beat)I’'m having a good time.
MADDIE
Tonight?
BEAU

This isn’t a highlight exactly, but | mean with yolim having a good time with you.
They're right, we're stressed.

MADDIE
Yeah. It's just | had certain notions about fajlim love.
BEAU
Right. So we’re unconventional.
MADDIE
Yeah, so it seems. What's mom like?
BEAU
Excuse me?
MADDIE

What's your mom like?

BEAU
Oh, thinking it ou} hard, smart, intense, worried, repressed butvaésm, funny and,
like | said, impulsive.

MADDIE
Ah.
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BEAU

Ah what?
MADDIE

Ah, | can see why you’re attracted to me.
BEAU

What? You're not hard.
MADDIE

Can | meet her?
BEAU

Uh, my mom?
MADDIE

Your folks.
BEAU

Ummm — | guess.
MADDIE

Sounds like a hard guess.
BEAU

Is this still that reincarnation thing?
MADDIE

No. Bea) Make that no a yes.
BEAU

Maddie.
MADDIE

| want to feel her, and your pop too. | want tarméeir home with you.

BEAU
Look, if she had any —

MADDIE
| won't say anything. Beau, please.

(RON and BEV entér

RON
Is it safe?
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BEV
Apropos of pulling teeth.

BEAU
Yeah. Sorry guys.

RON
Me too.

BEV

Madelyn? Can you ever forgive me?

MADDIE
The Circle Line?

BEV
Yeah, | think it would be cool.

BEAU
(To RON But you're still a putz.

MADDIE

(To BEV | don’t know you at all. Gathers cards togethgrAll right, the name of the

game is Oh, Shit. The first hand you deal out seads to everybody. MADDIE

deal9 | love play dates.

(They all sit down to play cards)

-end of scene-
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(RACHEL and MARTY's living room. MADDIE, RACHEL #8#AU seated.
MARTY is still in the kitchén

MADDIE
Thanks again for dinner. That was good.

RACHEL & BEAU
Whatever it was.They look at each other and snjile

RACHEL
(Calling to the kitchepMarty, what was that again?
MARTY
(From off) | don’t know the name. Wait, it was ...
MADDIE
Carrot cashew curry.
MARTY
(From off) Carrot cashew curry.
BEAU
Impressive.
RACHEL
You —
MADDIE

It's from The Enchanted Broccoli Forest.

RACHEL
Marty, is this from —

MARTY
(From off) Carrot cashew curry.

RACHEL
Marty is this from —

MADDIE
I've made it, actually.

MARTY
(MARTY enters. He is holding a copy of The EnchaBtedcoli Fores} It comes from
this.
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MADDIE
Didn’t come out as good as this, though.

RACHEL
You like to cook?

MADDIE
| go through periods.BEAU looks at her incredulouglyLately hasn’t been one of those
periods. To RACHEL Do you?

RACHEL

Well, when Marty lets me in the kitchen.
MARTY

Any time.
MADDIE

(To BEAU, who is still looking at herd do. It's just, you always want to do the coak
SO —

BEAU
| didn’t say anything.

MADDIE
But you looked something.

BEAU
| can’'t look at you?

MARTY
A cat can look at a king.

(There is a silence. BEAU and RACHEL exchange &l goes again” looks

BEAU
Nope. As in | can’t figure out what that referred)to

RACHEL
What does that mean, exactly?

MARTY
That, um, lower, you know, things can —

BEAU
What does it have to do with —
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RACHEL
--what we’re talking about.

MARTY
It's intuitive, you —

MADDIE
It's from Alice in Wonderland

MARTY
(Surprised, smiling at hgiyep.

BEAU
That figures. Dad’s favorite book.

MARTY
So, you like to cook too, huh? How’re you guys m@settle that once you're hitched?
Beau loves to — | meait,you get hitched is what | mean — take your tima;+e
(RACHEL gently puts her hand over his m@uth

RACHEL
For all his cooking, Marty’s favorite dish is stitiot.
MADDIE
That'’s all right.
RACHEL
Well. Beau doesn’t usually bring his women friemgisund, so —
BEAU
I'm still here.
RACHEL

I’'m sorry, Beau. Maybe dad and | jumped the glittla. (To MADDIE)This must be
making you so uncomfortable.

MADDIE
Nope. Just like home.

RACHEL
Your folks give you a hard time too about —

MADDIE
No, | didn’'t —it's not just likemyhome, it’s just like home.

51



BEAU

Maddie.
MADDIE
Sorry.
RACHEL
(Puzzled, waving her open hand over her head
MADDIE
Sorry. Ms. Kramer, | —
RACHEL
Rachel, please.
MADDIE
Yeah, Rachel, | know you must want to know whatgg on with Beau and me —
RACHEL
Only if you want to tell us.
MADDIE
We do.
MARTY
Whew. Lets me off the hook.
RACHEL
Uh, not really.
MADDIE
We don’t know. Bea) We don’t know what’s going on.
RACHEL
Oh.
BEAU
(To MARTY, changing subjedntuitive?
MARTY
Yeah.
BEAU

What does that mean?
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MARTY
You can’t explain it.

BEAU
(Still baffled)Uh-huh.

MADDIE

(Getting a kick out of ithntuitive means you can’t explain it; or you cagiplain what

intuitive means?

MARTY
Exactly.

RACHEL
We don’t mean to pry, Beau.

MARTY
Yeah. We're cool.

BEAU
No gap here.

(A silence

MARTY
I've got some dishes to do, so ...

RACHEL

Why don’t you dry for your father, Beau.

BEAU

(Looks at MADDIE You're on your own.

RACHEL

(As BEAU and MARTY leay&Vhat does that meanBgck to MADDIB God, kids.

MADDIE

Can't live with ‘em, can’t live without — oh my godorry.

RACHEL

(Not understanding why she’s sorry; moving ddo you want to have a child?

MADDIE
Yes.
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RACHEL
Good, then take BeauTlfey both smile I'm sorry to be so familiar —

MADDIE
| have no problem with that; I like it. I'd be tlsame way.
RACHEL
You're both still young.
MADDIE
Yeah. We really have no plans.
RACHEL
See what happens.
MADDIE
Right.
RACHEL
Beau says you work for —
MADDIE
| don’t want to talk about that. Sorry. | — | wad to ask you about Jim.
RACHEL

(Bea) Oh, Beau told you about that.

MADDIE
Yeah. Is it still painful for you?

RACHEL
No, not for me. Marty loses it sometimes thinkaigput him, but | just turn off. He still
can’'t see that movie. You know that we named them

MADDIE
Beau told me.

RACHEL
That's why | started calling him Beau. Every timgaid Jules, it just..'m kind of
surprised that Beau told you. He must feel veogelto you, he never talks about it.

MADDIE
Really? Hmm. Told me right away. Were they hatthe same crib when ...

RACHEL
Yes.
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MADDIE
So that must have been a real trauma for him, avene.

RACHEL
Maybe. Bead | remember once we were looking for one of bigst you know how
kids are always losing their toys, it was a spageoradinosaur or something, and he said
— (she feels something, but quickly squelches lite said “I know where it is. It's in
Jim’s room. Jim wants to play with it now.” Ofwse, Jim didn’t have a room, but for
awhile, Marty and | got into saying that too, wreammething was lost. It's in Jim’s
room.

MADDIE
He remembered Jim and Jim’s name, even thoughdm& tklk when Jim died?

RACHEL
| guess. It didn’t seem all that surprising attinge. | don’t know why.

MADDIE
You never thought about having another child?

RACHEL
Thought about it? We talked about it, but | was@loThere’s only so much you can sit
on, you know.

MADDIE
Do you ever think about what he would have beesfik

RACHEL
A little. | think more about what Beau would hawveen like if he had had Jim in his life.

MADDIE
Hmmm. Bea) So, you must have wanted to say something toonsernd them out.

RACHEL
(Bead | know my son, | know how connected he is to wiready. | just wanted to know
you a little, get a feel for you, see what he sees.

MADDIE
Am | doing all right?

RACHEL
Yeah. | like the feeling of you.

MADDIE
(MADDIE impulsively hugs hgrDo you have a picture of Jim?
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RACHEL
Yeah, of course.

MADDIE
Could I see him?
RACHEL
(Long pausg One second(RACHEL gets an album. They look at the photos
MADDIE
They weren’t identical.
RACHEL
No. Beau looks like me some. Jim we couldn’tlyeal
MADDIE
A little like you.
RACHEL
Think so?
MADDIE
The eyes.
RACHEL

(RACHEL removes a picture hidden behind a flap enalbun) | have to hide this from
Marty, although he can't even look at picturesiof dlive, but, uh, they took this after he
died, the hospital. Insurance, maybe, | don’t know

(RACHEL briefly looks at it and hands it to MADDIEADDIE looks at it,
smiles, tears Up

MADDIE
Oh, god.

RACHEL
He was just — | don’t even know why | showed yoatthl --

MADDIE
(Still looking at picturg¢ Do you believe in reincarnation?

(There is a pauge

RACHEL
| don’t think | like where this is going.
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MADDIE
I’'m sorry. Please, do you?

RACHEL
(Skeptically No, I —well, I don’t know. You can’t have lidan California for ten years
without something sticking. But —

MADDIE
Well, | never did either. And I'm still not entlseconverted. But see, | was conceived
just after Jim died, and —

RACHEL
Oh, Maddie, this —

MADDIE
| know, | know. Maybe it's just how the stars walgned, maybe it's just our
generation, but | feel a connection to Beau —

RACHEL
Well, of course. He’s good looking, smart —

MADDIE
—and to you, and now to this. I'm telling you | love my mother, don’t get me wrong,
but | can feel something here, something familetrnever experienced. A kind of
emotional déja vu.

RACHEL
Maddie, look | —

MADDIE
And what's more, | can feel you feeling it too. ééevnow. Do me a favor, just live with
what | just said, and what’s gone on here, jus With it for awhile.

RACHEL
Maddie, it's nonsense.

MADDIE
Right, live with the nonsense, just for awhile’s fjot a great upside.

RACHEL
(Skeptically)Does it?

MARTY
(MARTY and BEAWntel Dishes done.
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BEAU
But you're not, looks like.

MADDIE
We’'re done. To RACHELN Please, just think about it — no, not even thjogt let it hang
there. To BEAY Time to go. To MARTY Thanks again for dinner. I'll have to
reciprocate.

MARTY
You're on. {ooking at RACHEL, who looks somewhat stuhnidbwalk you to the
door.

(BEAU, MADDIE and MARTY leave. RACHEL looks dowairagt the photo
and starts to cry

-end of scene-
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(MADDIE and BEV'’s apartment. BEAU and MADDIE eiter

MADDIE

Bev? (No answey Guess they're still out.
BEAU

Who would have thought it? Bev and Ron.
MADDIE

Who indeed. Coffee?
BEAU

How many years do you know me?
MADDIE

Sorry, it’s just a habit. How about —
BEAU

No, | should be getting home — although, if theyre
MADDIE

Right.
BEAU

Still.
MADDIE

Don't leave. I'm ready now.
BEAU

Ready?
MADDIE

Sit down.

(BEAU sits on couch, MADDIE next to him

BEAU
What exactly are you ready for?

MADDIE
To tell you what your mother and | talked about.

BEAU
Oh, I was kidding. You don't have to —
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MADDIE
| talked to her about Jim.

BEAU
Maddie!
MADDIE
And the rein —
BEAU
You promised.
MADDIE
| did, 1 did promise. | broke my promise.
BEAU
| can’t believe you.
MADDIE
Not only that, when | made the promise, | knew kwaing to break it, so also | lied.
BEAU
| can’t believe you would —
MADDIE
Beau. {ust stares a “come off it” stare at h)m
BEAU
How did she react?
MADDIE
She said she didn’t buy it, of course —
BEAU
But...
MADDIE
But | think she did. But more importantlybuy it. Being there, it was so...
BEAU
Oh, Maddie.
MADDIE

It felt like family, Beau. And | was on the insidébelonged there.She gets the chilis
Oooh, I never thought I'd be here, never in my.liigut I'm here, I'm really believing
this junk — I guess it’s not junk. | believe ite&u. The phone ringsl believe it.
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(Answers phoneHello. Oh, hi. Bea) He sure is. How’s it going? Béa) Fuck you.
(To Beaw It's Ron.

BEAU
(To phong Yeah? When, just now?Bé¢a) I'll, uh, I'll — thanks, yeah, | will. Hangs
up. Looks troubleyl

MADDIE
What?

BEAU
My father is trying to reach me. My cell must kead. Do you mind?

MADDIE
Of course not.

BEAU
(Dials) Pop, it's -- Bea) sure, I,,, hi. Bea) I'm with her now. Bea) | can’t hear you
if you both talk at onceBea) Okay. Bea) Well, we were just talking about iBéa)
Ma, you can’t be seriousBéa) Ma, | — | don’t know, | don’t know what to thinkBea)
Well, you will. (Bea) When... (To MADDIE) She wants to know when we can go see
them again.

MADDIE
Any time.

BEAU
(Back to phongSoon. Bea) Soon, I'll call you tomorrow when we work it ouBea)
Ma, this is so weird --Bea) Uh-huh. Bea) Yeah, me too.Bea) Bye — uh,
goodnight. Bea) Night, pop. Hangs up

MADDIE
She believes it too.

BEAU
She’s — oy, this can’t be happening.

MADDIE
And your pop?

BEAU
He’'ll support her in anything. He was like a preicig Buddhist or something when he
lived in Oregon, he’'d buy into this in a heartbeat.

MADDIE
So?
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BEAU
So?

(MADDIE looks at BEAU expectanly

BEAU
Why do | feel like Lee J. Cobb ifwelve Angry Meh What did you say to her?

MADDIE
| don’t remember. It wasn’t what | said, it was wihee both felt. It was a connection.
Beau, it was the same connection you and | felnwhe met, that we thought was lust.
A visitor from America knocks on the door of somean Dublin. The woman opens the
door, looks at the visitor from head to toe andsséyhaven't a clue as to who you might
be, but | recognize the feet, come in.” That's tigppened, Beau. We recognized each
other’s souls. (Beat) She showed me the picture.

BEAU

What pict — of Jim?
MADDIE

Yeah.
BEAU

Huh. Really. She never looks at that.
MADDIE

She said your father was the one that couldn’t latok
BEAU

He can’'t. She won’t. Hmmm.
MADDIE

Looking at myself, dead, it —
BEAU

Maddie.
MADDIE

Talk about out-of-body —

BEAU
Maddie, stop it. This is so...

MADDIE

How could it be anything else? How could you guave something like this, how
could anyone ever be convinced unless they wantbed.t
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BEAU
Exactly, unless they wanted to be.

MADDIE
And to be given a chance to recover something yolost, something — somebody that
important to you, who wouldn’t want that. Who wdn'lt want a chance to play with all
their lost toys again.

(BEAU breaks down, starts to cry. MADDIE immedatghbraces hiin

MADDIE
| got ‘em.

(BEAU's crying calms down. He is smiling and he 8ADDIE look at each
other, smiling. He kisses her on the foreheadeyTthen kiss on the lips, it turns

passionatg

-end of scene-
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(The deck of the Circle Line. BEAU holds MADDIEnrbehind, trying to keep
her warm

MADDIE
| will never be warm again.

BEAU
Let me help. BEAU kisses her on the ng¢ckook at that moon.

MADDIE
If I lift my lids my eyeballs will freeze.

BEAU
You can see it in the water.

MADDIE
Right next to the bacon-wrapped scallops that Bemde upchucked. How could
anybody get seasick on the Circle Line?

BEAU
It's the subtle motionBEAU slowly gyrates his hips into Der

MADDIE
No, I'm wrong. That's not upchuck, that's Ed’s spb.

BEAU
How funny was that. Blew right out of his hand.

MADDIE
Is he in recovery? What the hell was he talkingua®

BEAU
Well, after his speech blew away, | mean, Ed’satdtis best extemporizing. Whereas
l...(BEAU continues kissing her)

MADDIE
Never. I'll be wearing down bathing suits in Augu$can’t even remember what warm
feels like.

BEAU
No? BEAU initiates more sexual contact

MADDIE
And Byron? What's up with that? |thought Roname was Ronald.
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BEAU
Uh, no.

MADDIE
Did you know his hame was Byron? How come you néserme?

BEAU
He blackmailed me with Jules.

MADDIE
Well, now — (eacting to a breee- brrrrrrrr.  Chattering Well, now everyone knows.

BEAU
Yeah, it was his grandfather’s name, who died yagos and he thought he was safe
because he didn’t think his grandmother was conbiegause it's on a boat and she can
hardly get around, but here she is and he got sttew

MADDIE
| don’'t know what Bev sees in him.

BEAU
He’s got a big —

MADDIE
| know, | know.

BEAU
Bev told you?

MADDIE
Bev told me, Ron told me. His grandmother told Bt just sex alone can’t be the basis
of a marriage. Turns to look at hifn Can it?

BEAU
Ron told you?

MADDIE
Because if it can, we're in like Flynn.

(They kiss and start to make out. MADDIE sjops

MADDIE
It's no use, my tongue is frozenBdga) Well, | think we can safely eliminate the Circle
Line from our list of potential wedding sites. Theaves —BEAU kisses her on the
mouth. They make out awbhilBod, this is incredible. I've never had anywheear this
much sex.
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BEAU
Making up for all that time we lost.

MADDIE
(Slightly troubledl Is that what it is?

BEAU
Why, what do you think?

MADDIE
I’'m not sure. Bead “I'm not sure.” That's gotta be written on my tbstone.
(BEAU starts kissing her aggin

(RON and BEV entgr

RON
And | thought the band was hot.

BEV
God, don’t you two ever come up for air.

BEAU
(Trying to compose himsgMVell, uh, so now you're married. Tell me, doeteel any —
(He stops as everyone glares at hiBorry.

BEV
What a beautiful night.

MADDIE
Byron?

RON

That old broadBEV elbows him in riBs If | wasn’t in her will.

BEAU
What are you guys doing out here? Aren’t you sspddo be circulating?

MADDIE
Unlike my blood.

RON
We were concerned about your welfare.

BEV

This could have been a double wedding, you knovhelVare you going to make an
honest woman of that slut.
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MADDIE
Oooh, | like that.

RON
The idea of getting married?

MADDIE
No, being a slut.

BEV
So? What're you waiting for?

MADDIE
We just need to pick a placeR@N indicates the boatA different place. And a time.
And — to BEAU whatare we waiting for?

BEAU
Great shoes, Bev. | —

MADDIE
Beau, answer me. What are we waiting for?

BEAU
Well, | mean, there’s still some things to rescivaren’t there, like unresolved...things?
(shiverg Oh, man, now I'm getting cold.

MADDIE

Beau, | get the Hdqoks meaningfully at BBV
BEV

Ron, don’t we have to sign something?
RON

Right.
BEV

Something which can only be signed —

RON
- inside. Some sort of post nuptial agreement.

BEV
We'll see you guys.

RON
(To Beay Keep it simple, stupid.
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(RON and BEV leaye

BEAU
| want to get married.
MADDIE
To me?
BEAU

Maddie, you were the one who got me here. I'mhgtdcessing. Is it really so simple
for you?

MADDIE
| don’t think about it anymore. What we were wasnaking sense. Once we
understood why, a different us became possibles i§h't something that has a logical
underpinning. I'm just living it.

BEAU
Yeah, | feel the same way. I've been trying td g with it.

MADDIE
| know how hard it is for you. It's hard for me taal sorts of thoughts call to me. But
I’'m always able to connect to my love for you,hepherds me. And I don't care about
the intellectual snarl | leave behind. For thetfirme in my life, | feel clear. Follow the
love, Beau. Can you do that?

BEAU
| don’t know. Let me try.

(BEAU kisses her romantically. It soon turns sextMADDIE slightly
resists, then responjs

- end of scene —
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(BEAU and MADDIE at their apartment

MADDIE
And then she hung up on me.

BEAU
Unh. Well, what did you say to her?

MADDIE
Hello, haven’t you been listening? 1 just told ywhat —

BEAU
You must have said something.

MADDIE
You're defending someone who works for Cablevision?

BEAU
No, of course not. | mean, I'm not defending, juging to under — look, it's not such a
great job and they must hear —

MADDIE
Beau, | didn’t ask you to fix anything; all | negdu to do right now is listen.

(Longish silence, as BEAU “listeny”

MADDIE
Fuck you.

BEAU
You asked me to listen.

MADDIE
| didn’t like the way you were listening.

BEAU
Maddie, what’s wrong?

MADDIE
Denise Laviolette of Cablevision is what'sbe@) Beau, just hold me.

(BEAU holds MADDIE

BEAU
Better?
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MADDIE
No.

BEAU
Maddie, | —

MADDIE
| don’t need better now. | was sinking into worbkgist needed to stopBéa) | think |
stopped.

(They sit there in silence. BEAU kisses MADDIHE\woh the hair. Then
moves down to her ear and ngck

MADDIE

(Pushing him awagy Jesus, Beau.
BEAU

What?
MADDIE

Don’t you have any other settings?
BEAU

What? | mean, okay, | don’t know how to listexoin’t know how to hold you —
MADDIE

| didn’t say —
BEAU

-- | don’t know how to kiss.

MADDIE
What happened to everything else we were?

BEAU
| don’t know what you’re saying.

MADDIE
Right. What happened to your ability to know whatas saying even when | didn’t say
it? Now you don’t know what I'm saying when | dayst. And every moment turns into
Sex.

BEAU
(Looks at her baffled You told me to follow the love.
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MADDIE
Love, not lust. I’'m not pretty enough to turn angly on this much.

(BEAU stares at her in helpless silehce

MADDIE
Aren’t you going to disagree with me?

BEAU
(Bead) I'm over my head, Maddie. | could never doamalrelationship; this is much
too hard for me.

MADDIE
But this time you have help.

BEAU
Maddie, | don’t know what's happened to me. Eves fight is arousing me. And |
don’t even like sex that much. Whoops, my fatheds.

MADDIE
Don’t get off the track.

BEAU
There is no track, Maddie, this is like freefallhere are no dimensions here, no path.
I've already undermined my entire belief systemabgepting something so ridiculous, so
impossible, so unacceptable. How can | possibiyrgebearings now?

MADDIE
(Bea) So, what do you want to do?
BEAU
Maddie, | —
MADDIE
Sorry, | guess you just answered that questionu dm’'t know what to do.
BEAU
Not a clue.
MADDIE

Other than having homoerotic incestuous sex.

BEAU
Maddie!
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MADDIE
| can see how that would you keep you in perpdiaat.

BEAU
Oh, please.
MADDIE
It's exciting, prurient and guilt-free.
BEAU
Maddie, this isn’'t helping.
MADDIE
We got too close too quickly; | need perspective.
BEAU
What —
MADDIE
| need distance. And maybe you need to cool dommle.
BEAU
Maddie, | don’t want...
MADDIE
Yes?
BEAU

| don’t know what | don’t want. | need your help

MADDIE
And | need yours. Bea)

(MADDIE goes over to BEAU and they kiss, gentlyinlgly. BEAU starts

to trembl@

MADDIE
What, are you having sexual abstinence withdrawal?

BEAU
| am so scared.

MADDIE
Oh, Beau. Of what?
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BEAU
(Long beat)Of you.

MADDIE

(Beat)l know an exit line when | hear it.
BEAU

Maddie, don't—
MADDIE

Beau, if you say “don’t go,” | don’t know if I'll & able to come back. Go take a cold
shower.

(MADDIE exit9

- end of scene —
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(SHIRLEY’s apartment. SHIRLEY is laying out Tamts. BEAU sits

with her)

SHIRLEY
| don’t understand why Ron picked Ed to be best.man

BEAU
Well, they grew up —

SHIRLEY
| mean, you were his roommate. If anybody shoalkhdone a toast, it should have
been you.

BEAU
| don’t know. Frankly, I've never been particutaeative or—or articulate.

SHIRLEY
No? SHIRLEY picks up and flings away two card3eativity, eloquence, see ya.
Okay.

BEAU
(Somewhat startlgdWhat — don’t we — can you do that?
SHIRLEY
Yeah. | washed the floor last week.
BEAU
But if —
SHIRLEY

What's the worst that can happen? | give you a greading, you marry the wrong girl,
invest in a dotcom.

BEAU
| mean, doesn’t that make thiadicating remaining cardsunbalanced, not that balance
has ever been my long suit.

SHIRLEY
(SHIRLEY reaches for another card to fljnio? Great, then we can —

BEAU
(BEAU grabs her arm to stop HeilNo, no. | need all the help | can get. I'm dasye.

SHIRLEY
Yeah, | can’'t imagine what other reason you'd hiaveoming here.
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BEAU
Sorry, it kind of all started here. You see, Madiift —

SHIRLEY
(Staring intently at the carglsl know.

BEAU
And we had this thing about sex.

SHIRLEY
Mmmm, right, right.

BEAU
And | don’t know where she is.

SHIRLEY
Yes, that's clear.

BEAU
And | wanted — you can see all this in the cards?

SHIRLEY
Uh, not really. My sister told me.

BEAU
Oh. Anyway — froubled by thrown-away carjifiow can you do this if you’'re not using
a full deck?

SHIRLEY
So many people ask me that. Beau, when you farsiechere, you thought these things
were bunk. Now you're worried that I'm messing bp tnagic?

BEAU
Well, that just shows you how desperate | am. Home you do this if you don’t believe
in it?

SHIRLEY
| didn’t say that. You just have things a littlenfesed. When | read the cards, the rest of
my life goes away, and my mind gets focused. Ahémwe talk about what I'm seeing,
my mind gets focused ofou The belief doesn’t control us; we control théidde

BEAU
(Beat, as he stares at hebDo you think Maddie is the reincarnation of nrpther?
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SHIRLEY
Do I thinkthat? My mind could never be that focused. Amdidifference does it make
what | think.

BEAU
Right. Bea) Dol think it, that’s the question.

SHIRLEY
Uh, Beau, | don't think that’s the question.

BEAU
No? Shit. Bea) When I'm not with her, and think about her, whishmost of the time
I'm not with her, | feel a kind of securiEAU has unconsciously picked up a 9gtcbt
knowing she’s out there, part of my life.

SHIRLEY
(SHIRLEY picks up a different cardhis is security. That'’s..of the card BEAU is
holding) the Fool.

BEAU
Well, that fits.

SHIRLEY
The Fool just means you'’re at the beginning. Go on.

BEAU
When I'm with her, | get scared. And when | gedred, my only answer is to lose
myself in sex. BEAU looks lost; he shrugs at SHIRDEY

SHIRLEY
BOO! (SHIRLEY looks at BEAU expectantly. When he jas¢stat her baffled, she
snaps her fingers disappointeflly was worth a shot. Sorry.

BEAU
(BEAU smiles)l know Maddie and | are going to laugh aboututselves someday, if
she ever comes back.

SHIRLEY
I’'m sure she’s coming back. But what is it thatsscary about hinBHIRLEY points to
a cargd?

BEAU
Well, look, it's not — [ooking at card him?

SHIRLEY
Yeah.
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BEAU
Him who?

SHIRLEY
Jim.

BEAU
| was talking about -ggtting i) oh. (Troubled by if Oh. | was hoping to makeléss
complicated.

SHIRLEY
The first stage of growth is chaos. Before this Biminess, were you afraid of Maddie?

BEAU
No, which is saying something for me, ‘cause | temtle anxious about —

SHIRLEY
Stay with me, Beau.

BEAU
Oh. Bea) No, I wasn’t. It was just the sex thing. | tanit make any sense of it.
Ironic, isn’t it. First| --

SHIRLEY
Beau, stay here.

BEAU
Why would | be scared of Jim?

(SHIRLEY picks up card and turns it face down amddoa “do you get it
yet” look at BEAU

-end of scene-
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(The deli. MADDIE sits at table looking at a m&nu

MADDIE
Hmm, what's it going to be? | wonder if they hdasenmes. | hope not. Who can find
anything on this menu?

AGNES
(AGNES comes to the tapléhis isn’t a soup kitchen.

MADDIE
(Consulting menuSoup, soup, soup — hmmm. Possibly.

AGNES
You want to talk to yourself, go to a shelter.

MADDIE
I’'m not talking to myself. To herself That way madness lies.

AGNES
Where did you get a menu?

MADDIE
| had so much trouble getting one the last timas$ Wwere, | brought one with me.

AGNES
(Taking meny This is for Raj Mahal down ori"6Street.

MADDIE
No wonder there was no tsimmes.

AGNES
There’s no tsimmes on ours either. Here, Iod&NESshoves real menu at Ber

MADDIE
Not necessary; | know what | want...to eat. Let raeehan order of potato pancakes.

AGNES
How hard was that?

MADDIE
Excuse me?

AGNES
(AGNES shouts at another tapl&chmukolovitz, see how easy it is.
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MADDIE
This is definitely not Raj Mahal.

AGNES
You see that schlemozzle over there?

MADDIE
The one that spilled the borscht when you yelledimt?

AGNES
That's a schlemiel. The schlemozzle is the onsiléed the borscht on. Every time he
comes in all he wants is latkes. He doesn’t sea the menu, figures he can't order it,
so he orders the pot roast which comes with latRésver touches the pot roast, for
which | can’t blame him.

MADDIE
Who knows what it's been.

AGNES
Exactly. Never occurs to him he can get the parcak#ihout the pot roast. Schmuck.
(Yelling at him Schmuck.! To herself ashe leavels Now he’ll tip me double. What a
schmuck.

MADDIE
(Calling after hej Extra applesauce.

(MADDIE shrugs to the offstage patron. Then thihlkdl over)

- end of scene —
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(The KRAMERS'’ living roojn

MADDIE
What was that like?

MARTY
It's, uh, not something you can describe with worttavas like this MARTY makes a
totally at peace fage

MADDIE
Oh.

MARTY
Before | went there, life was either fun or not.fufhis was something in between.

MADDIE
Hmmm.

MARTY
Are you interested in Buddhism?

MADDIE
Uh, not really. But they believe in reincarnatioght?

MARTY
I’'m not too sure who “they” is, but that's certajrdt the core of Buddhism.

MADDIE
Right. | don’t know who “they” is either. | gueizat should be “theyare either.

MARTY
Same thing to a Buddhist.

MADDIE
(Bead Okay, here’s the big one. Do you believe I'm Jemcarnated?

MARTY
Out in Oregon there was a woman who taught us miénlit She said: You must free
your mind from all other thought. She would metiteor hours. | asked her once: Are
you really able to free your mind from thought?cBese | knew | certainly couldn’t.
She answered: Occasionally.

MADDIE
So there are moments when you accept it?
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MARTY
No, | never “accept” it; | want it too much to aNanyself that. There are moments when
itis. Can | get you something to eat?

MADDIE

(Absently Have any tsimmes?
MARTY

You don’t have enough of a tsimmes right now?
MADDIE

(Smileg
MARTY

Now it's my turn for the big one.Npt a questiopYou want to know what | saw.
MADDIE

What?
MARTY

You came here to ask me what | saw when | founddéad.

MADDIE
(Taken abackUmmm...yes. Bea) How did you —

MARTY
| never told Rachel or Beau. | told them | coutdalk about it. | guess that was true.
But | always knew it would be important. You woukdnk it would have been Beau |
would have had to tell, but of course, he was th&hatever | saw, he saw, whether he
remembers or not.

MADDIE
Can you tell me? 1 think is important.

MARTY
(A long beat of composurd heard Beau’s voice. He didn't talk yet, oucse. But it
sounded like he was saying Jim, Jim, and he wagiggy | wanted to see if he really
was speaking. | came in and saw Beau holding @inits hand, tugging and | swear he
was saying Jim, Jim, Jim. | knew in the way yoowrthese things that Jim was dead.
My mind never moved from that doorway, even asshaed over and picked him up, with
Beau’s giggles turning to screams, still holding’dihand, Jim, Jim, Jim. My being was
still in that doorway as | called for help, wheaalled Rachel at her sister’s, when | fell
to my knees and tried blowing life back into hilnguess I'm still standing in that
doorway. Anyway, | didn’'t see any need to evdrBelau or Rachel the details. I'm
sorry now you have to carry it, but you asked.
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MADDIE
It's okay; | was there too.Bga) | think they - we underestimate you in this fimi
(They hug

MARTY
| understand why they make fun of me. Raising Bé&aund | was more concerned
about whanotto say than what | should say, and so what comess anostly gibberish.
Plus, | lost something that day.

MADDIE
Maybe you should look in Jim’s room.
MARTY
(Smile3 God, | haven’t thought about that thifks about i
MADDIE
It's amazing how a kid’s mind works.
MARTY
| guess Beau needed to believe that Jim was somewMaybe we all did.
MADDIE
Hmmm. Bea) Do you know what’s going on between Beau and me?
MARTY
Do you?
MADDIE
(Smiles No.
MARTY

(Meaningfully No?

MADDIE
(Bea) Occasionally.

MARTY
That's probably all for the best. Clarity is owated.

MADDIE
But | think I'm getting closer to knowing. Candlityou what I'm thinking?

MARTY
Why don't you tell Beau?
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MADDIE
(Bea) Now?

MARTY
Yes, now.

MADDIE
(Looks a bit uncomfortab)els this like another Buddhist thing, talkinggomeone
who'’s not here?

MARTY

No, that's not what | — | hear his key in the lock.
MADDIE

Oh.
(BEAU entery
BEAU

(Seeing MADDIE Oh.
MARTY

Oh. 1 guess that's my cue.
BEAU

Oh, you don't have to —
MADDIE

Oh yes, he does.
BEAU

Oh.
MARTY

It's come ‘round to me again, but I’'m going to say oh in the kitchen. MARTY exits
Tsimmes, hmm, | wonder if | have enough prunes.

MADDIE
No, | was just — To BEAU Pop, god, what a treasure.

BEAU
Yeah, | guess. Beat of discomfojt Well, here we are.

MADDIE
Again.
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BEAU
Yeah, again.

MADDIE
And again and again. You have something to tell me

BEAU
(Smile3 I do. I have no idea what it is, but | definjtédlave something to tell you.

MADDIE
Good start.

BEAU
| was just at Shirley’s. Where | got to is it'scalb fear, not that that should be a surprise.
The way | lost Jim, even all that time ago, it moave left some kind of a mark, | don’t
know, but it was too scary, so the more | belieyed were Jim, the more at risk | was of
losing him again, and so | needed to make youingtahd sex did that.

MADDIE
Oh. So that's why —

BEAU
Wait, um, that's — that’s what | thought when klI8hirley’s. I'm thinking something
else now.

MADDIE
Beau, this isn’t something you can ever —

BEAU
No, wait. You gotta keep waiting. This is happgnio me now and if we talk too much
I’'m gonna lose it.

MADDIE
Oh. Sorry.

BEAU
| don’t think that anymore, now that | see you. WNibat | feel you. It's not Jim | was
afraid of losing, it’'s you, Maddie. 1 lost a twia,part of me, | got him back, | don’t want
to lose him again. I'm clear on that. But thatie. What about you? If | no longer
wanted you as a lover, if | rejected you, it miglgt be too painful for you to stay.
That's what I'm thinking now. See, then I'd losetbhof you. That's what I'm afraid of.
So I guess | compensated by —

MADDIE
You don’t want me as a lover?
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BEAU
Oh Maddie, I just...

MADDIE
That’'s okay, Beau. You can order the latkes wittibatpot roast.
BEAU
(?)
MADDIE
Don’t ask. Bea) Okay. And I'm not saying my heart isn’t breakinght now, it is.
BEAU
Oh, Maddie —
MADDIE

Now you need to wait. It is, | love you, | wantuwoBut some things are just not meant
to be — or maybe some things are just meant toinething else.

BEAU
Maddie, it doesn’t mean MADDIE gives him a logk’ll wait.

MADDIE
However we sort this out, Beau, | just want yokriow; I'm not going anywhere. | will
be in your life forever.

(MADDIE and BEAU embrage

MADDIE
(A sigh of composing herselivhy does crying always make me want to edMADDIE
calls offstage How’s that tsimmes coming, Pop?

MARTY
(From offstage Tsimmes? | thought | just heard something apotiroast and latkes.
(MARTY's voice trails off to a mumbpl&ot a brisket here, don’t know if we have
enough potatoes ...

BEAU
You okay? Stupid question, of course you're meébd knows I'm not. Look, Maddie, |
don’t know where this is going, and —

MADDIE
Beau, let’s just stay where we are now. We camrywvaoout where we’re going when we
get there. MMADDIE takes remote and hands it to BEAWhy don’t you see if you can
find an old movie. Anything with Barbara Stanwyckwid be perfect.
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BEAU
(BEAU turns on TV, starts surfing“Set it and forget it” ¢lick) Michael Jackson on
Biography ¢lick). (BEAU hums Andy of Mayberry theme spi@an you believe that
little brat grew up to direct such good movieboks) Emeril, great.

MADDIE
(MADDIE tries to get remote out of BEAU’s hand, loddk it away from herlNo way
we’re watching a cooking show.

BEAU
Wait, that's okra. He’s making gumbo.

MADDIE
Beau, give me that.To kitchen Pop, help.

(The scene shifts to an alternate reality of therkea's living room in
1983. BEAU is now 10. MADDIE is now JIM age 10

BEAU

No way.
MADDIE

Gimme — Ma, Jules won’t give me — come on.
BEAU

He wants to watch dumb M*A*S*H reruns. And stopliog me Jules.
MADDIE

Maaaa.
BEAU

| hate that name.
RACHEL

(From offstage Marty, could you please --
MARTY

(MARTY entefs Now, come on kids, let’s take turns.
BEAU

It's my turn.
MADDIE

No, it — pop, makeprovocatively Julesgive me the remote.
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BEAU
Stop calling me that, | warn you.

RACHEL
(Erom offstagg Jim, stop teasing him.

MARTY
| have an idea.

BEAU
| hate that name.

RACHEL
(From offstageWe’ve told you a hundred times you can pick whatename you like.

BEAU
Good, then | —

RACHEL
(From offstag® Except Fonzie.

BEAU
Damn.

MARTY
Now ... (MARTY reaches for the tv listifgset's see what's on.

MADDIE
| can’t believe you want to be called “The Fonzdurare so lame.

MARTY
Ah, oh, this is great. Beau Gest&lARTY changes channel, we hear the opening music
of Beau Gesle

MADDIE
What?
MARTY
Beau Geste, it's a great film, you're gonna love it
BEAU
What is it?
MARTY

It's a film about the French Foreign Legion —
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BEAU
(BEAU reads from TV screpMusic by Alfred Newman? BEAU looks knowingly at
MADDIE)

BEAU & MADDIE
What, me worry?

MARTY
- a stolen sapphire —

RACHEL
(From offstagg European colonialism.

BEAU & MADDIE
(BEAU and MADDIE read from the TV scrgdine love of a man for a
woman waxes and wanes like the moon...but theololvether for
brother is steadfast as the stars, and endurestikevo— (the word is cut off on the
screen

MADDIE
Word.

BEAU
Right.

BEAU & MADDIE
--word of the prophet.

MADDIE
(Continuing to reaylArabian Proverb

MARTY
(MARTY sits down next to BEAU and MADP#=and brothers.

(The three settle into watching the film. RACHEmes in from offstage
and watches them

- end of play -
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